




rMim 






























••• TWil -liLOT * 



















































































although it wasn't an offer there and 
then - how did I think I would play it? I 
said I'd love to play it and we talked at 
some length as to how I would approach 
it. But it was a good few weeks after that 
he said he wanted me to do it. Basically, I 
thought the reason John has asked me is 
because he sees something in me as a 
person which he thinks is useful for the 
Doctor." 

How much of the character of the sixth 
Doctor is actually the character of Colin 
Baker, the man? 

"An enormous amount of Doctor num¬ 
ber six is Colin Baker. On top of that, 
there are other things - some similar to 
what has gone before, Hartnell's slight 
irrascibility, for example. I was also very 
keen that it should be clear the Doctor 
doesn't come from Tunbridge Wells but 


he is actually from a planet called Gallif- 
, rey. So even though he looks like you or 
m%lJ»4oes have two hearts and other 
thingstnaiT are different - maybe he 


do, what I could contribute, so I bor¬ 
rowed a few old tapes. I must have 
watched between twenty and thirty old 
stories - and I enjoyed it! 

"It wasn't compulsory but I thought it 
was one way to assimilate the program¬ 
me, although there's no way I'd want to 
slavishly copy any of my predecessors, 
butto assimilate that which /sthe Doctor 
and then wondered what characteristics 
I could add myself. I found it very useful 
- it meant I understood what I was 
talking about when I said the word 
Sontaran' or 'Daleks'." 

How long did it take to decide to accept 
the offer and be the new Doctor Who ? 
"Oh, the moment John first mentioned 
it! He said that Peter was leaving and 


doesn't have the same values. 

"Even though he doelis believ^in ftp? 
tice and truth, he might not be as sen¬ 
timental as Earthlings. A sens!. jof 
humour, a love of language; he invfS ui 
merses himself in other cultures. I think 
he'll move away from the Shakespea¬ 
rian quotes - I'm more interested in 
some of the less obvious quotes. It's my 
intention to slip a few into each script. 

"Originally these quotes were my * 
idea, but now the writers are taking them 
up and are slipping them in, too. We do 
do ad-libs - there's a nice one in The 
Two Doctors about Columbus, but they 
have to be worked out in rehearsals. A 
lot of the changes come from the Direc¬ 
tor, or the Producer at the Producer's 





Run. (That's a big rehearsal that occurs 
after we've been rehearsing for about a 
week.) 

"After that time, John comes to see it, 
and says, 'How about saying this there?' 
And a lot of the things he adds are things 
I've wanted to do anyway but thought 
they'd say no to - but if John suggests it, 
well that's all right!" 

How did your own costume evolve? 
"That's one area I was heavily involved 
in. I spent a lot of time trying to think of 
something for me and I kept coming 
back to something like the Master wears 
- very black and severe, but of course it 
was totally impractical and unsuitable 
for me - you can't have two people 
doing that. Then I rather dried up on 
ideas for something to go with my per- 
sonality-so John said it therefore ought 
to be something with very bad taste. I 
accepted that and the costume designer, 
Pat Godfrey came up with some draw¬ 
ings which were stunning, all multico¬ 
loured - and in extraordinarily good 
taste! We kept saying 'But that's far too 
nice - go away and try again' and even¬ 
tually she came up with what I have now. 

"I think what's clever about this is that 
it is appalling taste, in the sense of what 
is juxtaposed with what, but the overall 
effect is very eye-catching and I'm rather 
fond of it. I have no strong wish for it to 
change - unless the natural evolution 
moves it on. It might have odd details 
change, though, for practical reasons 
but I’m happy with it. 

"As for the cat... well, one of the few 
contributions I made was the badge. 
Personally, I love cats and it's always 
easier to choose something you like 
yourself- like Peter with cricket and so I 
suggested a cat motif. There are going to 
be refinements on it - and there are 
reasons for it, which I won't spoil future 
scripts by divulging but it certainly isn't a 
restorative! But it is symbolic. 

"There is a quotation that goes: 'I am 
the cat that walks by himself and all 
places are the same to me'. Now if you 
stick the word 'times’ in there: 'I am the 
cat that walks by himself and all times 
and places are the same to me'. I think 
that sums up the Doctor, his own being, 
prowling through life. If you ever 
observe cats, they are very contained, 
very sure of themselves and do ridicu¬ 
lous things - just like the Doctor!" 

What about developing the character of 
the sixth Doctor? 

"Developing isn't really a conscious 
thing. A thing develops by feeding back¬ 
wards and forwards between people. 
There's John Nathan-Turner, who's a 
very strong producer, with a good eye 
for what is good in stories and charac¬ 
ters and I believe - not just because he 
cast me - his eye is the best one on the 


programme and I trust absolutely what 
he says. He has ideas, writers have ideas 
- even I have ideas, heaven forbid, and 
it's like (breaking into his best Carl 
Sagan impersonation) an organic, grow¬ 
ing thing. The character in The Twin 
Dilemma was obviously the post- 
regenerative character - very excessive. 

"So many actors have said to me, 'You 
are really lucky, you've got the best part 


in the country,' and it is. It's like playing 
Robin Hood, William Tell and King 
Arthur all in one. It's very much in the 
current mythology, it's been going for 
twenty-one years now. It's not like play¬ 
ing Hamlet - even though each Doctor 
has the same name, each one is diffe¬ 
rent. You can't research a character like 
the Doctor, you can only look at the past, 
and see what went on. But even the past 
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